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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A system, comprising: 

a plurality of image composition templates, each of the image composition templates 
associated with at least one of a plurality of preview image natures, at least one image 
composition template corresponding to a predefined subject matter; 

a photosensor configured to sense an image; 

a display configured to display a preview image corresponding to the sensed image; and 
a processor configured to perform an analysis of at least one characteristic of the preview 

image:? 

wherein the processor is configured to determine a nature of the preview image based on 
an analysis of the at least one characteristic of the preview image through employment of a scene 

analysis aluorilhm to identify coarse attributes of the preview iinaaei ^-aftd 

wherein the processor is configured to employ the scene analysis algorithm to select the 
image composition template based upon the nature of the preview image in which the processor 
divides the preview image into a coarse ^rid and compares the coarse grid against a number of 
pre-stored ^rid patterns to determine a best match with one of the pre-stored grid patterns 
associated with a corresponding one of the image composition templates . 

2. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , furth e r compris i ng: 

n plura li ty of imago compos i tion t e mplat e s, e nch of th e image composition temp l ates 
Qssoo i at e d w i th nt l e ast one of a plural i ty of preview image nQlur e r5; 

wher ei n th e processor is configured to so l oct a corre s ponding on e of th e image 
composition t e mp l ates when one of the preview images notui e s is d e t e rm i n e d wherein the 
processor is configured to employ the scene analysis algorithm to compare the coarse grid against 
a number of pre-stored grid patterns to determine a best match based on the relative brightness, 
color, or other scene attributes . 

3. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1, furth e r compr is ing a plurality of 
imag e compos i t i on t e mp l at e s, wherein each of the image composition templates is uniquely 
associated with the nature of the preview image. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The system of claim-^J., further comprising a oontroller 
configur e d to s e l e ct one of th e p l urality of image composition templates associated w i th the 
nature of the prov i ovv i ma&e wherein the processor is configured to employ the scene analysis 
algorithm to analyze for presence of strong horizontal features with consideration that a 
horizontal feature near a vertical center of the image may indicate a horizon line dividing the 
image in two and a template can be presented that suggests moving the horizon line so as to place 
the horizon along an upper one third or a lower one third of the image . 

5. (Original) The system of claim 3, further comprising a menu displayed on 
the display, the menu configured to select one of the plurality of image composition templates 
associated with the nature of the preview image. 

6. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1, further comprising a memory 
configured to store logic configured to analyze the nature of the preview image , wherein the logic 
comprises the scene analysis algorithm . 

7. (Original) The system of claim 1, further comprising a memory configured 
to store the image composition template. 

8. (Original) The system of claim 1, further comprising a viewfinder, the 
viewfinder configured to display a view of the preview image concurrently with the image 
composition template. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the preview image is 
concurrently displayed with the image composition template on the display. 
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1 0. (Currently Amended) A method comprising the steps of: 

analyzing at least one characteristic of a preview image by a digital camer a, wherein each 
image composition template of a plurality of image composition templates is associated with at 
least one of a plurality of preview image natures : 

automatically determining a nature of the preview image by the digital camera based 
upon the analyzed characteristic through employment of a scene analysis algorithm to identify 
coarse attributes of the preview image ; 

automatically selecting an image composition template by the digital camera 
corresponding to the determined nature of the preview image through employment of the scene 
analysis algorithm to divide the preview image into a coarse arid and compare the coarse grid 
auainst a number of pre-stored grid patterns for determination of a best match with one of the pre- 
stored grid patterns associated with a corresponding one of the image composition templates ; and 

displaying the selected image composition template concurrently with the preview image. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 10, further comprising the step of receiving 
data corresponding to the preview image from a photosensor. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein the step of displaying 
comprises displaying the selected image composition template concurrently with the preview 
image on a display. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein the step of displaying 
comprises displaying the selected image composition template concurrently with a view 
corresponding to the preview image on a viewfinder. 

1 4. (Original) The method of claim 1 0, further comprising the steps of: 
capturing an image corresponding to the preview image with an image capture device; 

and 

saving captured image data corresponding to the captured image. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 14, further comprising the step of saving 
the selected image composition template as part of the captured image data. 
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16. (Original) The method of claim 14, further comprising the steps of: 
associating the selected image composition template with the captured image data; and 
saving the selected image composition template. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 10, further comprising the step of saving 
image data corresponding to the preview image. 

18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10, further comprising th e st e p of 
a ss oc i ating th e um^ e compos i t i on t e mplat e and th e pr e v i ew imag o wherein the step of 
automatically selecting the image composition template comprises: 

employing the scene analysis algorithm to cause one or more coarse arids to identify: 

predominantly white and blue in elements of one or more upper grids indicative 
of skv: and 

predominantly darker green, brown, or gray elements of one or more lower grids 
indicative of landscape . 

19. (Original) The method of claim 10, further comprising the step of 
associating a plurality of image composition templates uniquely with a plurality of preview 
images. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 1 0, further comprising the step of retrieving 
the selected image composition template from a memory. 
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21. (Currently Amended) A system for displaying image composition templates 
with preview images, comprising: 

means for displaying a preview image on a display; 

means for analyzing at least one characteristic of the preview image , wherein each image 
composition template of a plurality of image composition templates is associated with at least one 
of a plurality of preview image natures : 

means for automatically determining a nature of the preview image based upon the 
analyzed characteristic throuuh employment of a scene analysis algorithm to identify coarse 
attributes of the preview imaue : 

means for selecting an image composition template corresponding to the determined 
nature of the preview image through employment of the scene analysis algorithm to divide the 
preview imaize into a coarse urid and compare the coarse urid against a number of pre-stored grid 
patterns for determination of a best match with one of the pre-stored grid patterns associated with 
a corresponding one of the image composition templates : and 

means for displaying the selected image composition template concurrently with the 
preview image. 

22. (Original) The system of claim 2 1 , further comprising means for displaying 
the selected image composition template concurrently with the preview image on the display. 

23. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 21, wherein the means for selecting 
the image composition template comiprises: 

means for employing the scene analysis algorithm to cause one or more coarse grids to 

identify: 

predominantly white and blue in elements of one or more upper grids indicative 
of sky: and 

predominantly darker green, brown, or gray elements of one or more lower grids 
indicative of landscape: 

the system further comprising means for displaying the selected image composition 
template concurrently with a view corresponding to the preview image on a viewfmder. 
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24. (Original) The system of claim 2 1 , further comprising: 

means for capturing an image corresponding to the preview image with an image capture 
device; and 

means for saving captured image data corresponding to the captured image. 

25. (Currently Amended) A computer readable tangible medium having a program 
for displaying image composition templates with preview images, the program comprising logic 
that when executed by an image capturing device would perform the steps of: 

receiving data corresponding to a preview image from a photosensor; 

analyzing at least one characteristic of a preview image by the image capturiniz device, 
wherein each image composition template of a plurality of image composition templates is 
associated with at least one of a plurality of preview image natures : 

determining a nature of the preview image by the image capturing device based upon the 
analyzed characteristic through employment of a scene analysis algorithm to identify coarse 
attributes of the preview image : 

selecting an image composition template by the image capturing device corresponding to 
the determined nature of the preview image through employment of the scene analysis algorithm 
to divide the preview imatze into a coarse grid and compare the coarse grid against a number of 
pre-stored grid patterns for determination of a best match with one of the pre-stored grid patterns 
associated with a corresponding one of the image composition templates : and 

displaying the selected image composition template concurrently with the preview image. 



